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ANNOUNCEMENT
Letters, whether by surface mail or
e-mail, must carry the full postal
address and the full name, or the
name with initials.

letters
Women’s rights
THE democratic polity in
India has failed to create a
suitable environment for
the smooth implementation
of women-related laws
(Cover Story, January 4). It
is a Herculean task to pro-
vide speedy redress to wom-
en trapped in distressful
situations. It has become
imperative to create a new
legal channel, with special
courts, for patient hearings
in cases relating to women.

ARVIND K. PANDEY

ALLAHABAD, U.P.

THE Cover Story is an eye-
opener at a time when peo-
ple have started believing
that the position of women
in society has improved.
Their condition may have
improved somewhat in ci-
ties but women in villages
continue to face a lot of
hardships.

SHAILESH KUMAR

BANGALORE

Social justice
A.G. NOORANI aptly de-
scribes the Sarkari and the
communal Muslims as par-
asites (“Kabir and Sachar”,
January 4). Humayun Ka-
bir, encouraged by Nehru,
made sincere and honest ef-
forts to provide social equity
to the minorities, though
they were not followed up to
their logical conclusion by
the succeeding Congress
regimes. The findings of the
Sachar report are in tune
with his efforts.

KASIM SAIT

CHENNAI

IT is a paradox that al-
though charges of appease-
ment are often levelled
against Muslims by certain
political parties and a sec-
tion of the media, all the sta-
tistics show the condition of
the community to have
plummeted from bad to
worse since Independence
(“Not by Haj subsidies
alone”, December 21). That
Muslims fall behind even
Dalits and Adivasis in litera-
cy rates, employment and
access to basic amenities
would explain the gravity of
the situation. Instead of giv-
ing Haj subsidies, which
creates the delusion that the
community is given bounti-
ful favours, the Union go-
vernment should take
positive measures to imple-
ment the recommendations
of the Ranganath Misra
Commission and the Sachar
Committee to bring the
community into the nation-
al mainstream. 

SYED SULTAN MOHIDDIN

KADAPA, ANDHRA

PRADESH

Terror links
THIS has reference to one of
the articles in your Cover
Story on terror (“Misleading
calm”, December 21). I am
the sole owner of Thinnai
Thozargal Pathippagam.
This has nothing to do with
any other organisation or
any former members of any
movement as mentioned by
the article. I am pained that
there was no attempt to
cross-check facts. The aim
of my publication is to pro-
mote literacy, with empha-

sis on Islam. Your article has
damaged my reputation as a
publisher. 

S. SIRAJUDEEN

COIMBATORE, T.N.

THERE is a need for strin-
gent laws to check terrorist
activities.

N. VIJAYARAGHAVAN

CHENNAI

Nandigram
I WAS quite disappointed
with your coverage of the
Nandigram fiasco (“Mend-
ing fences”, December 21).
It is one thing to defend con-
sistently the actions and po-
sitions of the Communist
Party of India (Marxist). It
is quite another thing, how-
ever, to omit completely all
voices critical of the CPI
(M)’s position from your re-
porting. The real question is
why the CPI(M) is so ag-
gressively pursuing neolib-
eral capitalism in West
Bengal. This is the larger po-
litical context in which all of
this is taking place.

PRANAV JANI

COLUMBUS, OHIO, U.S.

JAYATI GHOSH’S column
has tried to put in perspec-
tive why the media have
been attacking the Left so
aggressively in recent days
(“Media and the Left”, De-
cember 21). Of course, the
media have always been “so
determinedly anti-left and
so blatantly partisan”. But
the March 14 incident in
Nandigram came to people
like me as a slap in the face.
What should be tackled at
the political plane should

not be allowed to be settled
in the streets through mus-
cle power. Only a strong
pro-people stance will en-
able the Left to withstand
the onslaughts of the media.

GNANA. SURABHI MANI

MADURAI, TAMIL NADU

Russia
VLADIMIR PUTIN has
brought Russia to a position
that is on a par with the
United States (“Putin pow-
er”, January 4). The U.S.’
status as the sole superpow-
er is bound to crumble with-
in a decade. Russia is on its
way to becoming a super-
power again. But its bureau-
cracy must be reformed and
purged of corruption. Per-
haps multi-party democra-
cy is the answer.

THOMAS EDMUNDS

CHENNAI

VLADIMIR PUTIN has es-
tablished himself as the un-
disputed leader of his
country. It is heartening to
see that he has stood up to
American imperialism.

AMITABH THAKUR

LUCKNOW

CORRECTION
In the article titled "Lacunae in law",
carried in the issue dated January 4,
2008, the statement appearing just
before the sub-heading "Sexual ha-
rassment" should read as follows:
"The emergence of sexual harass-
ment as a wrong and a form of dis-
crimination against women has
been articulated exclusively by the
Indian courts, and has not been en-
acted into any statute," says Ratna
Kapur in her book "Erotic Justice".
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