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letters
Hindutva terror
THE RSS-led Sangh Parivar
has started showing signs of
aggression and has given
tacit approval to some of its
front organisations to in-
dulge in terror activities
(Cover Story, August 13).
For instance, Abhinav Bha-
rat, one such front, has be-
come a tool for communal
and terror propaganda. The
ugly face of the Sangh Pari-
var was revealed in the Ma-
legaon blast and the
Kandhamal incident, both
in 2008.

S. MURALI

VELLORE, TAMIL NADU

I BELIEVE that terrorism
knows no religion and ter-
rorism of all kinds should be
condemned. The RSS can-
not be dubbed a terrorist or-
ganisation just because
some of its members have
turned to violence.

The use of words like
“Hindu” and “Muslim” ter-
ror suggests that Indian citi-
zens are falling prey to
vote-bank politics. Instead
of asserting ourselves as dis-
tinct communities, it is high
time that we, both Hindus
and Muslims, came togeth-
er to combat terrorism.

ASHITA KULSHRESHTHA

LUCKNOW, U.P.

IT is true that hard-core
fundamentalism picked up
momentum, creating a
sharp social divide on reli-
gious lines, after the demoli-
tion of the Babri Masjid in
1992.

The Malegaon blast is a
blot on the Hindu ideology
and dharma. In a secular
and civilised society like In-

dia, there is no place for
such extremist activities.
Vested interests with the ac-
tive support of some politi-
cal parties are trying to
create a divide in society,
and this needs to be dealt
with with an iron hand. 

ETTIRANKANDATH

KRISHNADAS

PALAKKAD, KERALA

THE situation today is simi-
lar to the one that prevailed
in 1948, when futile at-
tempts were made to link
Gandhi’s assassin Godse to
the Rashtriya Swayamse-
wak Sangh. Today the al-
leged violent actions of
some organisations are re-
ported as being part of the
bigger agenda of the RSS.
The objective seems to be to
malign the RSS. The trick is
very old. It failed then. I
hope it fails again.

RAGHUNARAYAN M.

MYSORE

Looking East
INDIA can look forward to
increased economic and
trade ties with members of
the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (“Rising Sta-
tus”, August 13). The South
Asian Association for Re-
gional Cooperation has
been a non-starter since its
inception mainly because of
the inflexibility of Pakistan.
Hence, India should look
towards the East. Myanmar,
Thailand, Laos, Vietnam,
Singapore and Cambodia
are expanding economies,
and China is consolidating
its economic ties with them.

India should also do so
as part of a larger ASEAN,

and actively pursue its “look
East” policy. 

H.N. RAMAKRISHNA

MICHIGAN, U.S.

James Laine
THE controversial book by
James W. Laine is mischie-
vous falsehood (“Blow to a
ban”, August 13). Laine is an
irresponsible historian as he
has written the several ob-
jectionable sentences with-
out substantive evidence. In
the box article “An icon as a
political tool”, the name of
Babasaheb Purandare, a
historian known for his
biography of Shivaji, is in-
correctly given as Dadasa-
heb Purandare. 

UJWAL S. JAGTAP

BULDANA

MAHARASHTRA

Army generals
NOORANI’S article “Talk-
ative Generals” is disturbing
(August 13). While talkative
generals cause concern, the
diplomats engaging them in
their evil designs cause
alarm. I hope this article will
wake up the powers-that-be
to take immediate correc-
tive action in the interests of
our democracy.

DR (BRIG) R.S. RAJAN

MYSORE

Iqbal Geoffrey
SOME widely respected
scholars and connoisseurs
of art mention Iqbal Geof-
frey as a loyal friend and his
visual and verbal pranks as
tokens of affection (“Collage
of life”, August 13). Geof-

frey, who was born in un-
divided Punjab, was
artistically and socially a
cosmopolitan. As a collage-
maker, he could create sur-
real connections and con-
jure up the whole world. 

T.V. JAYAPRAKASH

PALAKKAD, KERALA

Inflation 
INFLATION touching dou-
ble digits does not augur
well for India (Cover Story,
July 30). While the G-8
countries are under a pro-
tectionist regime, our gov-
ernment seems more
inclined to open up our
markets further for global
players. The poorer sections
are reeling under the dual
effects of inflation and low
wages. 

The support people gave
the all-India bandh orga-
nised by the Opposition
parties is not an expression
of their political loyalties
but of their hope that it will
move someone in the higher
rungs of the UPA regime to
curb its oppressive policies.

MEENU B.

KOTTAYAM, KERALA

THE Cover Story was ana-
lytical, factual as well as
thought-provoking. Hope-
fully this will enlighten the
masses about the real cause
of inflation, which has been
portrayed as a sign of
growth by some economists. 

RANJU K. SINGH

CHANDIGARH
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